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UNITED STATES. 



REPORTS TO THE SURGEON -GENERAL, PUBLIC HEALTH AND MARINE-HOSPITAL SERVICE . 



PLAGUE-PREVENTION WORK. 
Passed Assistant Surgeon McCoy reports : 

ANIMALS EXAMINED FOR PLAGUE INSPECTION. 

During the week ended August 6, 1910, there were examined for 
possible plague infection at the Federal laboratory at San Francisco 
and the branch laboratories at Oakland and Los Angeles, Cal., ani- 
mals as follows: Squirrels 3,297, gophers 9, rabbits 40, and rats 2,275. 
The rats were identified as follows: Mus norvegicus 1,961, Mus rattus 
63, Mus rnusculus 184, Mus alexandrinus 67. 

The total number of animals examined was 5,621. None was 
found infected. 

DISTRIBUTION OF POISON. 

In connection with the making of a squirrel free zone around the 
cities on San Francisco Bay 1,175 acres of land in Alameda County 
were covered with poison during the week ended August 6, 1910. 

Record of Plague Infection. 



Place. 



Date of last 

case of human 

plague. 



California: 

Cities- 
San Francisco Jan. 30, 1908 

Oakland ! Oct. 26,1909 

Berkeley Aug. 28,1907 

LosAngeles | Aug. 11,1908 

Counties— 

Alameda (exclusive of the city of Oakland) ' Sept. 26, 1909 

ContraCosta ! July 21,1908 

Merced ; None recorded. 

Monterey : do 

San Benito June 5, 1910 

San Joaquin None recorded. 

San Luis Obispo do 

Santa Clara do 

Santa Cruz do 

Stanislaus do 

Washington: 

Seattle ' Oct. 30. 1907 



Date of last 

case of rodent 

plague. 



: Total number 

of rodents 
! found infected 
; since May, 1907. 



Oct. 23,1908 
Dec. 1,1908 
None recorded. 
Aug. 21,1908 

May 30, 1910 



June 1, 

June 6, 

do... 

July 11, 

June 29, 

Jan. 29, 

June 22, 

May 17, 

May 21, 



1910 
1910 

iitio' 

1910 

1910 
1910 
1910 
1910 



398 rats. 
126 rats. 

1 squirrel. 

81 squirrels, 1 

wood rat. 
243 squirrels. 

2 squirrels. 

4 squirrels. 
20 squirrels. 

5 squirrels. 
1 squirrel. 
22 squirrels. 

3 squirrels. 

6 squirrels. 



Feb. 8,1910 22 rats. 



1177 



August 26, 1910 1178 

Rats Collected ana Examined lor Plague Infection. 



Place. 


Week 
ended— 


Found 
dead. 


Total 
collected. 


Exam- 
ined. 


Found 
infected. 


California: 

Berkeley 

Oakland 

San Francisco 


: Aug. 6,1910 

j do 

do 


45 

27 


a 154 

6 619 

c2,256 


120 

519 

1,636 


None. 
Do. 



o Identified, Mus norvegicus 120, Mus musculus 34. 

>> Identified, Mus norvegicus 513, Mus rattus 1, Mus musculus 100, Mus alexandrinus 5. 

«: Identified, Mus norvegicus 1,728, Mus rattus 97, Mus musculus 350, Mus alexandrinus 81. 

squirrels Collected and Examined lor Plague Injection. 



Place. 


Week ended— 


Trapped 
and sbot. 


Found 
dead. 


Exam- 
ined. 


Found 
infected. 


California: 












Cities- 














Aug. 6,1910 


18 




18 


None. 


Counties— 














do 




45 


45 
148 


Do. 


Fresno 


do 


151 


Do. 




do 


607 




598 


Do. 


Merced 


do 


229 




215 


Do. 




do 


585 


2 


570 


Do. 


Orange 


do 


174 




174 


Do. 




do 


51 




51 


Do. 


San Benito 


do 


301 




297 


Do. 




do 


9 




9 


Do. 


San Joaquin 


do 


390 




381 


Do. 




do 


534 




521 


Do. 


Santa Cruz 


do 


105 




105 


Do. 




do 


213 




210 


Do. 



Otner Animals Collected and Examined. 



Place. 


Week ended— 


Animals collected. 


Exam- 
ined. 


Found 
infected. 


California: 
Cities- 


Aug. 6, 1910 
do 




9 

36 

4 




Counties— 


36 rabbits 


Do. 




do 




Do. 











SMALLPOX IN THE UNITED STATES. 

SMALLPOX IN CLEVELAND. 

The outbreak of smallpox in Cleveland, Ohio, which began April 30 
and continued during May, June, and July is of interest because of 
the case mortality, which was at the rate of 16 per cent. The type 
of smallpox which has prevailed generally throughout the United 
States for several years has been exceedingly mild, the case mortality 
rate being in some States as low as one-fifth of 1 per cent. The 
more virulent outbreaks, which during the last two years have not 
been uncommon, demonstrate that there is no special nor peculiar 
condition existing in this country which prevents smallpox from 
assuming its more usual virulent form. 



